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Freedom of Information Act
This publication scheme commits an authority to make information available to the public as part of its normal business activities. The information covered is included in the classes of information mentioned below, where this information is held by the authority.  This policy should be read in conjunction with the Schools Data Protection Policy. 

Information in the Scheme is available in paper form, or some items can be obtained from the School’s website.

The scheme commits an authority: 

· To proactively publish or otherwise make available as a matter of routine, information, including environmental information, which is held by the authority and falls within the classifications below. 
· To specify the information which is held by the authority and falls within the classifications below. 
· To proactively publish or otherwise make available as a matter of routine, information in line with the statements contained within this scheme. 
· To produce and publish the methods by which the specific information is made routinely available so that it can be easily identified and accessed by members of the public. 
· To review and update on a regular basis the information the authority makes available under this scheme. 
· To produce a schedule of any fees charged for access to information which is made proactively available. 
· To make this publication scheme available to the public. 
· To publish any dataset held by the authority that has been requested, and any updated versions it holds, unless the authority is satisfied that it is not appropriate to do so; to publish the dataset, where reasonably practicable, in an electronic form that is capable of re-use; and, if any information in the dataset is a relevant copyright work and the public authority is the only owner, to make the information available for re-use under the terms of the Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2015, if they apply, and otherwise under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act section 19. The term ‘dataset’ is defined in section 11(5) of the Freedom of Information Act. The term ‘relevant copyright work’ is defined in section 19(8) of that Act. 



Classes of Information

Who we are and what we do. 
Organisational information, locations and contacts, constitutional and legal governance. 

What we spend and how we spend it. 
Financial information relating to projected and actual income and expenditure, tendering, procurement and contracts. 

What our priorities are and how we are doing. 
Inspections and reviews. 

How we make decisions. 
Policy proposals and decisions. Decision making processes current and previous 3 years as a minimum. 

Our policies and procedures. 
Current written protocols for delivering our functions and responsibilities. 

Lists and registers. 
Information held in registers required by law and other lists and registers relating to the functions of the authority. 

The services we offer. 
Advice and guidance, booklets and leaflets. The classes of information will not generally include:
 
· Information the disclosure of which is prevented by law, or exempt under the Freedom of Information Act, or is otherwise properly considered to be protected from disclosure. 
· Information in draft form. 
· Information that is no longer readily available as it is contained in files that have been placed in archive storage or is difficult to access for similar reasons. 



The method by which information published under the scheme will be made available 
The authority will indicate clearly to the public what information is covered by this scheme and how it can be obtained. 

Where it is within the capability of a public authority, information will be provided on a website. Where it is impracticable to make information available on a website or when an individual does not wish to access the information by the website, a public authority will indicate how information can be obtained by other means and provide it by those means. 

In exceptional circumstances some information may be available only by viewing in person. Where this manner is specified, contact details will be provided. An appointment to view the information will be arranged within a reasonable timescale. 

Information will be provided in the language in which it is held.  Where an authority is legally required to translate any information, it will do so. 

Obligations under disability and discrimination legislation and any other legislation to provide information in other forms and formats will be adhered to when providing information in accordance with this scheme. 

Written requests
Information held by a public authority that is not published under this scheme can be requested in writing, when provision will be considered in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act.  
To request a paper version of any of the documents within The Scheme, The School maybe contacted by email or letter.  Contact details are set out below.
Email:	admin@commonswood.herts.sch.uk
Contact Address: Commonswood Primary & Nursery School The Commons, Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4RU
Website: www.commonswood.herts.sch.uk 
To help process requests quickly, please clearly mark any correspondence “PUBLICATION SCHEME REQUEST” (in CAPITALS)
For a request to be valid under the Freedom of Information Act it must be in writing. 
Responding to subject access requests
When responding to requests, we: 
Will ask the individual to provide 2 forms of identification
May contact the individual via phone to confirm the request was made 
Will respond without delay and within 1 working calendar month of receipt of the request (or receipt of the additional information needed to confirm identity, where relevant)
May provide the information free of charge but numerous, excessive, or complex requests may incur an administration fee (see section below for further details) 
May tell the individual we will comply within 3 calendar months of receipt of the request, where a request is complex or numerous. We will inform the individual of this within 1 calendar month, and explain why the extension is necessary
We may not disclose information for a variety of reasons, such as if it:
Might cause serious harm to the physical or mental health of the pupil or another individual
Would reveal that the child is being or has been abused, or is at risk of abuse, where the disclosure of that information would not be in the child’s best interests
Would include another person’s personal data that we can’t reasonably anonymise, and we don’t have the other person’s consent and it would be unreasonable to proceed without it
Is part of certain sensitive documents, such as those related to crime, immigration, legal proceedings or legal professional privilege, management forecasts, negotiations, confidential references, or exam scripts
If the request is unfounded or excessive, we may refuse to act on it, or charge a reasonable fee to cover administrative costs. We will take into account whether the request is repetitive in nature when making this decision.
When we refuse a request, we will tell the individual why, and tell them they have the right to complain to the ICO or they can seek to enforce their subject access right through the courts.


Charges which may be made for information published under this scheme
The purpose of this scheme is to make the maximum amount of information readily available at minimum inconvenience and cost to the public. Charges made by the authority for routinely published material will be justified and transparent and kept to a minimum. 

Material which is published and accessed on a website will be provided free of charge. 

Charges may be made for information subject to a charging regime specified by Parliament. 

Charges may be made for actual disbursements incurred such as, but not limited to: 

· Excessive photocopying 
· postage and packaging 
· the costs directly incurred as a result of viewing information 

Charges may also be made for information provided under this scheme where they are legally authorised, they are in all the circumstances, including the general principles of the right of access to information held by public authorities, justified and are in accordance with a published schedule or schedules of fees which is readily available to the public.
Charges may also be made for making datasets (or parts of datasets) that are relevant copyright works available for re-use.  These charges will be in accordance with the terms  of the Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2015, where they apply, or with regulations made under section 11B of the Freedom of Information Act, or with other statutory powers of the public authority.
If a charge is made, confirmation of the payment due will be given before the information is provided.  Payment may be requested prior to provision of the information.

Children and subject access requests

Personal data about a child belongs to that child, and not the child's parents or carers. For a parent or carer to make a subject access request with respect to their child, the child must either be unable to understand their rights and the implications of a subject access request, or have given their consent.

Children below the age of 14 are generally not regarded to be mature enough to understand their rights and the implications of a subject access request. Therefore, most subject access requests from parents or carers of pupils at our school may be granted without the express permission of the pupil. This is not a rule and a pupil’s ability to understand their rights will always be judged on a case-by-case basis.

Other data protection rights of the individual
In addition to the right to make a subject access request (see above), and to receive information when we are collecting their data about how we use and process it (see Data Protection Policy), individuals also have the right to:
Withdraw their consent to processing at any time
Ask us to rectify, erase or restrict processing of their personal data (in certain circumstances)
Prevent use of their personal data for direct marketing
Object to processing which has been justified on the basis of public interest, official authority or legitimate interests
Challenge decisions based solely on automated decision making or profiling (i.e. making decisions or evaluating certain things about an individual based on their personal data with no human involvement)
Be notified of a data breach (in certain circumstances)
Make a complaint to the ICO
Ask for their personal data to be transferred to a third party in a structured, commonly used and machine-readable format (in certain circumstances)
Individuals should submit any request to exercise these rights to the DPO. If staff receive such a request, they must immediately forward it to the DPO.

[bookmark: _Toc7785876]Parental requests to see the educational record
Parents, or those with parental responsibility, have a legal right to free access to their child’s educational record (which includes most information about a pupil) and will be responded to within 15 school days and sent within 1 calendar month of receipt of a written request.
If the request is for a copy of the educational record, the school may charge a fee to cover the cost of supplying it.
This right applies as long as the pupil concerned is aged under 14.
There are certain circumstances in which this right can be denied, such as if releasing the information might cause serious harm to the physical or mental health of the pupil or another individual, or if it would mean releasing exam marks before they are officially announced.
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