
Welcome to the 2026
Year 6 SATs meeting



WHAT WILL BE ASSESSED?
ASSESSED BY TESTS (marked externally)

MATHSREADING
ONE PAPER

Reading booklet 
and associated 
answer booklet.

GPS
TWO PAPERS
Paper 1, short 

answer questions.

Paper 2, spelling.

CONTINUOUS TEACHER 
ASSESSMENT WRITING

THREE PAPERs
Paper 1, arithmetic 

Paper 2, reasoning

Paper 3, reasoning 

SATs week across the country begins on 
Monday 11th May 2026



Monday 11th May: English grammar, 
punctuation and spelling (GPS) papers 1 
(questions) and 2 (spelling)

Tuesday 12th May: English reading paper

Wednesday 13th May: Mathematics papers 1 
(arithmetic) and 2 (reasoning)

Thursday 14th May: Mathematics paper 3 
(reasoning)

When are the SATs?



How are the test administered?

• The tests all take place in normal school time, under test 
conditions.

• Pupils will not be allowed to talk to each other during the tests

• The completed papers are sent away to be marked externally

• Results are returned to school and will be sent out to parents with 
their child’s end of year report in July. 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GPS)

• A spelling test, administered verbally by the teacher, 
contains 20 words. 

• A separate test is given on grammar, punctuation and 
vocabulary.

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer 
questions including some multiple choice.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a 
total for GPS.



Grammar, Punctuation Spelling (GPS) example 
questions



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1

Sample Questions



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1

Sample Questions



Reading

• The reading test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading 
texts of different genres. Children are given 60 minutes in total, which 
includes reading the texts and answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the skills and comprehension of a child’s 
reading. 

• During the reading paper, a child’s inference and deduction skills are 
thoroughly tested. They will have to explain why an author has chosen to 
use particular vocabulary, grammar and text features. 

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response (1 mark); others 
require short answers (1-2 marks) and some require an extended response or 
explanation (2-3 marks).



Reading – sample questions



Reading Paper

Sample Questions



Reading Paper

Sample Questions



Mathematics

• Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.

• Paper 1 is Arithmetic lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation 
methods for all operations, including use of fractions, percentages 
and decimals.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each lasting 
for 40 minutes.

• Pupils will apply calculation skills to answer questions in context 
and decide what is required to find a solution.

• Pupils are not allowed to use a calculator for any of these papers



Sample arithmetic questions





Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning



• Teachers will assess children’s writing composition. Children’s results for 
English writing will be a judgement of their work throughout Year 6.

• Children's grammar, punctuation and spelling skills is part of the teacher 
assessment  of writing, but their creativity and writing style (language 
choices) will also be evaluated.

• Schools will moderate their judgements with other local schools and may be 
moderated by their Local Authorities too.

Writing





Grading

Each pupil receives:
• a raw score (number of raw marks awarded); 
• a scaled score in each tested subject;
• confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard.

What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’  - Expected 
(EXP).

Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale, 
either at, above or below 100.

Using the scaled score, the lowest a child can score is 80 (NS), with the highest 
being 120 (GD from about 110)

A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100+) will be judged to 
have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.



How are we preparing?

• Continuous Assessment
• Focused Maths Lessons with built-in revision
• Regular GPS Revision
• Guided Reading
• Writing Assessments carried out regularly
• Practising previous SATs papers
• Teaching ‘test techniques’ and vocabulary 
• Home Learning to support teaching & learning in school
• Writing moderation events attended 
• Continuing our broad and creative curriculum 
• Promoting and maintaining high expectations



CGP Books



How to Help Your Child – general support

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that SATs are nothing to 
worry about and they should always just try their best – but they do need to 
work. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance and punctuality at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks – ask what they are doing and 
could they show/teach you.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they 
are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!



How can I help my child during SATs week?

• Help children not to feel worried or pressured about SATs. All that is asked 
is that they try their best, but please reassure children that the SATs should 
not be causing anxiety. Do give lots of praise and encouragement!

• Support your children in reading for pleasure.

• Help them to have early nights and a healthy diet.

• We’ll be running a breakfast club that week – details nearer the time

• Please speak to a member of staff if you have questions or concerns.




